Peru Update Oct 7

Buones Dias mes amigas
Well we  are half way thru our clinics and  we are all surviving. We are  speaking more spanish and and have this down to a machine. We had one casualty- Heather Saunders husband has picked up a bug and had a ride back to the hotel with the police. That means I am off capacity manager (we are running smoothly anyway) and not doing floride – and am now on reading glasses- which I will tell you about shortly.
We saw 183 clients yesterday- we put a lady in a cast who broke her arm a month ago, we diagnosed a woman with a an ulcerating melanoma, we had several with hookworm under their skin, we had many with pterygium- which is a growth over your cornea – in varying degrees- which is not treatable without surgery. Caused by dust and dirt and sun. We saw a lady who weighs 65 lb who collapsed in the line and Cal carried in – she had COPD and had sats of 73 after solumedrol etc. Anabelle gave IV push after starting the IV. We laughed as Bruce pretty much saved her life but she was much more excited about getting glasses. We had a couple of kids who had such high fevers they were flaccid and were diagnosed as septic and ended up getting the rotary to cover the costs of getting them to hospital. 
We are having quite this issues with this “village nurse”. She hovers all the time and started a little business where she charges clients 3 soles to pull them aside out of our lineup- take them around the corner-  and give them an injection – we do not know what she is giving and we do not think  she does either . At the end of the day she tries very hard to get the keys to the building- it was hilarious watching Jean give the keys to the mayor and then Virginia take them from the mayor and then Jean putting her hand right into her pocket to get them and then give them back to the mayor. We read the mayor the riot  act but every day we are never sure what will be there when the bus pulls up. 

Rice, rice , rice continues- we have had yellow rice, purple rice, green rice, fried rice, white rice. We are getting to have a sense of humor about this. We have agreed when we get home and have a reunion there will be no rice. They also have this weird yellow drink called inca cola- very sweet- is their national drink. Every kid has bad teeth- way too much candy and pop – even when there is no money. One child had 5 extractions yesterday. They are very stoic- not a peep. Jerry did over 35 extractions yesterday- Sue Wideman is now able to assist with dentistry now. Anabelle was with Bruce and Sabrina went to pharmacy. 
The glasses are really something. Everyone wants these dollar store glasses or sunglasses  It is hilarious. They cannot see even the 2 inch high letters but magically when you give them the lowest strength glasses they can go down the whole chart. They walk out proud as punch with their glasses. 
We had so many coming yesterday that we forced them to choose only one thing- either the nurses and Dr, or the dentist or the glasses. That helped considerably as there were way too many people. We have had some funny things happen. One guy came with his registration form and his bad luck – he got the same nurse who had filled it out for  a 7 year old the day before.  He added a 2 in front of the 7 and thought he could jump the line. 
Anyway – we are just having some breakfast so gotta go. We are off to a large village of 3000 people tomorrow by boat. That should be quite a story.
Linda
